




















Four of our Heroes made the trek to Rothschild, WI to partake in four incredible days at

the 12th Annual Wisconsin Cast & Blast. To say our Heroes enjoyed their turkey hunting
would be an understatement, as the weather was perfect and the turkey activity beyond
expectation. After everyone arrived and got unpacked, they had a welcoming dinner at the
Log_Cabin Restaurant to get acquainted and talk about the upcoming schedule for the days
ahead. The next day, everyone arose early, excited for the upcoming hunt. Their

expectations were certainly met, with multiple birds being harvested on the first morning.
Unfortunately, the clouds and heavy rains moved in after lunch, so some of the Heroes went
to a local gun show, which was a nice alternative to the inclement weather. Great
conversation and shared stories were enjoyed over another delicious dinner as everyone
wound down for the evening in anticipation of another awesome day.

The following morning our Heroes traveled to the Wisconsin River and despite some rain
showers, everyone had a blast fishing and catching some of the ever-challenging and
elusive walleye. Another highlight of the event was visiting Tony Kopchinski, who proudly
hosts the annual Wisconsin Woodturning Event. While visiting Tony's workshop, the Heroes
were able to learn about the art of woodturning and were able to try their hand at this
amazing skillset. They were able to make some beautiful rolling pins, plates, and slate
turkey calls. It was an incredible experience that our Warriors raved about. This event
provided our Heroes the opportunity to get to know one another and form new friendships in
a relaxing environment. Time spent in the great outdoors, exceptional hunting, along

with the delicious food, camaraderie, and beautiful surroundings truly made this excursion a
treasured memory for our Heroes. Heading home with coolers full of turkey meat and some
hand-crafted woodturning items didn't hurt either! Our sincere thanks to all the wonderful
donors, volunteers, and supporters who went above and beyond to make this event so
successful and enjoyable. We would like to convey our highest thanks to Hosts Todd and
Dawn Bohm for their generosity, care, and for conducting another top-tier event. Additional
thanks to Tony Kopchinski, for sharing his knowledge and skill with our Heroes. Appreciation
and praise to WWIA Guide Jon French for his exemplary support and coordination
throughout the event.

"What a great event. The people, the food, the camaraderie was so amazing. Last year 2021, was very hard for me. |
lost everything after my identity was stolen and I've been rebuilding my life. | also guide hunts for veterans. This event
allowed me to meet new lifelong friends and to relax in a fun, safe environment where | could enjoy the outdoors.
Truly, thank you so much. The Wisconsin group of people are absolutely the best people you will ever have the
privilege of knowing and | feel blessed to be able to call them friends. Woodturning is the best hobby in the world,
seriously! Thank you for helping me and making my expetience the absolute best it could be. | truly love this group of

people.”

7th Annual Western Pennsylvania Turkey Hunt

May 12-15 Rural Valley, PA













WWIA was excited to welcome another incredible opportunity for our Heroes with a brand
new event in May. Two of our Heroes were warmly welcomed to Truxton, NY to enjoy
premiere turkey hunting over four days at the Inaugural New York FLX Turkey hunt, hosted
by Trent McCall in conjunction with the WWIA NY FLX chapter. Upon arrival, a safety
briefing was given, and everyone was able to familiarize themselves with their weapons and
get "sight in" time on the range in preparation for the upcoming hunt. There was also time
the first evening to do some fishing and for our Heroes and Hosts to get acquainted.
Everyone hit the woods the next morning in search of turkeys, and although there was
activity in the area, none were harvested. After a delicious lunch and a brief rest, a great
time was had fly fishing in the afternoon. Great conversations and laughs were had around
the dinner table while enjoying a wonderful home-cooked meal, courtesy of the McCall's.
After dinner, the accessible property was scouted for birds, and everyone discussed the
specifics for the next morning's hunt. The remainder of the evening was spent relaxing and
getting a good night's sleep.

Everyone hit the woods before sunrise and it was mission success as a beautiful turkey was
harvested, tagged, and returned to camp for processing. The afternoon consisted of more
fishing and camaraderie as everyone relaxed around the pond. That evening's dinner was
special, as select members from the local community came to the cabin to meet and honor
our Heroes while enjoying an amazing steak and seafood dinner especially prepared by the
Hosts. Everyone enjoyed themselves and our Heroes spoke fondly about the wonderful time
spent in the Finger Lakes over the past few days and the new friendships they made.

On the final morning of the event, there was time to get in one last quick hunt before
heading back to the cabin to gear up and head out to airport. Everyone exchanged
goodbyes and expressed their appreciation as they made their way home. This inaugural
event was simply incredible, and the bonds formed and memories made will last a lifetime.
None of this would have been possible without the generosity and hard work from Hosts
Keith Tidball and Trent McCall, the Kuneytown Sportsmen's Club, as well as the thoughtful
support of the local community members. Special thanks to Ed and Laurie Poole, Poole's
Drive-In, Four Leaf Custom Calls, Lloyd and Martha McCall, J.P. Ross Flyrods & Co.
Outdoors, and Canoga Creek Ouffitters. Additional appreciation and thanks to WWIA Guide

Asa Barrett for his attention and care on this event.

"I want to express my gratitude towards the hosts, guides, and the community for showing support and love for us
during and after this event. From the time | made it, to the time | left, | felt the love and connection from everyone.
This event will always be in my memories and in my heart. Thank you for everything that you gave and poured into
this event. Everyone had huge hearts and were so welcoming. It's an honor to have spent time with all of you. | made

so many new connections and friends that | will cherish forever.”

2nd Annual New York/Pennsylvania Trout Fishing & Bass on a Fly Event

May 20-23 Bradford, NY













Five of our Purple Heart Heroes traveled to scenic Seward, Alaska for an epic
adventure at the 9th Annual AK Halibut Fishing Event. Our Heroes arrived and got situated
for their stay at the Kenai Fjords Bed and Breakfast. They were given a safety briefing and
familiarization with the boat by Host John Moline. The first morning out on the water was

bright and sunny with calm seas. This made for some great catches with 6 nice sized halibut
and 28 rock fish as well. While enjoying the tremendous fishing, there was plenty of local
wildlife around them as they observed Humpback whales, Dall porpoises, and sea lions.
Everyone spent time talking and getting to know one another better over a wonderful dinner
before turning in to get another early start the next day.

After a breakfast of fresh blueberry pancakes, it was time to drop some lines in search of
grey cod, halibut, and more rock fish. There was a plethora of wildlife sightings again and in
addition to the Humpback whales and sea lions, there were killer whales around as well.
After landing 2 halibut, 40 grey cod and 28 rockfish, it was time to head back to shore to
clean and prepare the fish. Some of the Heroes went into town to see the shops and local
offerings of Seward. For that evening's dinner, everyone feasted on blackened Cajun cod
while sharing stories about their exciting day.

Our Heroes rose early the next morning, downing some biscuits and gravy before enjoying
another day exploring and fishing the local waters. It was a little foggy and the fishing
slowed a bit, but they still brought in an impressive haul of 1 halibut and 28 rockfish. After
heading back and getting cleaned up, everyone went to the American Legion Post 5, where
the Heroes were welcomed and honored with a wonderful dinner while meeting the
incredibly patriotic people of Seward.

Fishing over the next two days was exceptional, with limits being hit quickly. Our Heroes

were able to observe mountains goats, a black bear, bald eagles circling over the boat and

then swooping down boat side to grab some fish. An additional 14 halibut, 61 grey cod, and
7 rock fish were caught over these days, bringing the total weight of fish sent home with our
Heroes to roughly 78 pounds each! Incredible!

This trip will stay in the hearts and minds of our Heroes for many years to come
as they marveled at scenic vistas, observed native wildlife, learned about local history, and
indulged in world-class fishing in the last great wilderness. The weather could not have been
more idyllic throughout their stay, and there were plenty of amazing and challenging catches
during their time on the water. Our Warriors were honored, thanked, and appreciated
everywhere they went by the outstanding local community. The food, sights, fishing, and
friendships made during this trip were second-to-none, and our Heroes could not be more
grateful for their time spent in Alaska. Our sincere thanks to the American Legion Post

5, the Sons of the American Legion, and the American Legion Auxiliary for their outstanding
support. Additional appreciation and gratitude to Kristin Minden and Allen Long from Captain
Jack’s Seafood Locker for packaging, freezing and boxing the Heroes' catches to take

home. Special thanks to Host John Moline (Current Affair Charters, Kenai Fjords Bed and
Breakfast), and friends for giving our Heroes a once-in-a-lifetime
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THANK YOU!
Donations:

Thomas Donovan $1,924.79 (via CARS Vehicle Donation)
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay Inc. $1,000
Joseph Whisenton $702.28 (via CARS Vehicle Donation)
Estate of Rex Cole $657.28 (via CARS Vehicle Donation)
The Veterans Club of Pennbrook Fairways $500
Donations toward Inaugural Michigan Patriots Duck & Goose
Bruce Bowman $500
Donations toward 4th Ohio Freemasons
Lake Erie Walleye Fishing
Catanese Classic Seafoods $500
Donations toward 8th Eagle River Muskie Chal-Lunge
Mike Brevard $1,000

Brute Construction, LLC $1,000
CR Myer $700
ER Rotary Foundation, Inc. $600
Eagle River Lions Club Foundation Inc. $600

Erin's Pub & Grill $600
The Everett LLC $600

The Musky Inn LLC $600
Phelps Congregational Church $500
Great Escapes Bar & Grill $500

The Nutty Squirrel $500
Packatac Power Sports, LLC $500
Donations toward Inaugural NY FLX Turkey Hunt
Ontario Rod & Gun $500

Donations toward 2nd NY-PA Bass Fishing & Trout on a Fly

Rocky & Debra Criss $500



Donations toward 16th Camp Hackett Events

D & J Enterprises of the North, Inc. $500

High Praise to Our Friends and Partners at Ammo.com

THANK YOU *

& ®

FOR YOUR TREMENDOUS
SUPPORT OF WWIA W
& OUR HEROES! §

Please join us in recognizing and thanking our friends and partners at Ammo.com for their
recent donation of $7,871.10 to WWIA. These amazing Purple Heart Patrons have donated
an incredible $61,471.61 to WWIA and our Heroes since 2019 through their Freedom
Fighter program. Incredible!lWhen it comes time to order your ammunition, please consider
ordering from Ammo.com. Whenever you purchase your ammo from them, they graciously
donate 1% of your entire purchase back to WWIA. All you have to do is select WWIA as your
preferred “Freedom Fighter” option from the drop-down menu at checkout. And right now,
you can also save $20 off any order of $200 or more! Simply go to https://ammo.com/wwia-
supporter to get started and find out more information. Our sincere thanks to Ammo.com for
their tremendous support and to everyone who chose WWIA as their "Freedom Fighter”
designation when ordering. We are honored by your generosity and partnership, and we
applaud your outstanding patriotism!

High Praise and Appreciation to Catherine Creek


































