





Later that afternoon, our Heroes arrived at their hunting camp, which was wonder-
fully appointed and perfect for a relaxing few days in the Alabama countryside.
Once they were settled in, they were each gifted handmade diaphragm mouth
calls and glass pot calls embossed with the WWIA logo. It was a wonderful gesture
that our Heroes were truly grateful for. The hunting camp owner and the event
guides showed up to get acquainted with everyone and to discuss the upcoming
hunts. The remainder of the evening was spent relaxing and anticipating the next
morning's activities.

The next morning, everyone awoke full of anticipation and excitement as they hit
the fields in search of turkeys. The hunt went well with everyone making contact
with gobblers and getting in some practice with their new custom-made calls. Hero
Joe harvested a nice turkey and was ecstatic as it was his first one ever. After
a long day in the field, everyone returned to get cleaned up and headed out for
a delicious steak dinner while sharing stories and laughs as they prepared for
another great day of hunting.

Our Heroes arose the next day and headed out for another exciting time in the
field. Hero Bill was able to connect on a nice turkey and was grateful for the har-
vest as he had never turkey hunted before. Dinner consisted of hand-cut french
fries and homemade burgers as the Heroes, Host, and their local guides had a
wonderful time of fellowship, enjoying the company and conversation, and sharing
their gratitude for the past few days spent together.

On the final morning of the event, everyone hit the fields again and Hero Joe con-
nected again. Later, everyone enjoyed themselves and the group decided to head
back to start packing up their gear, and to clean up the buggies and the camp.
Everyone then got ready for the final evening banquet held at the Alabama Fire-
arms Academy in Boaz. Our Heroes were honored by members of the community
who expressed their gratitude and appreciation for our combat-wounded Warri-
ors. They were treated to an outstanding meal of steak, twice-baked potatoes,
homemade pork rinds, and homemade ice cream courtesy of Rob Dempsey of
Dempsey Family BBQ. Event Host Matt Brannon spoke to those in attendance,
sharing the mission of WWIA and thanking everyone for their patriotism and sup-
port. Our Heroes were also graciously presented with an official resolution from the
Alabama House of Representatives, written by Representatives Brock Colvin and
Wes Kitchens that formally honored each Hero for their tremendous service and
sacrifice on behalf of our country. It was a touching tribute that our Heroes were
truly grateful for. After a phenomenal banquet dinner, everyone returned to camp
and gathered around a fire to share their thoughts and experiences over the past
four days before turning in for a good night's rest. It was the perfect exclamation
point to a memorable and special time spent in Alabama.

This second annual event was a tremendous success thanks to the thoughtful and
exemplary efforts of Host Matt Brannon and his incredible community of friends,
volunteers, and supporters. The local people and businesses truly went above and
beyond to ensure that our Heroes felt welcomed like family and made sure their
stay was one that would not be forgotten! Special thanks to Kyle Bennett, Jared
Meeks and Devin Campbell, Sheriff Phil Sims, Jennifer Bray, Tim Howard, Bubba
and Marcie Riddle, Jamie Grant, Will Penton, Marshall Dekalb Electric Cooper-
ative and Kelli Whorton, Ricki and Stanice Gray, Liberty Bank and Chris Beck,
Jordan Watts, Kevin Stewart, Lindsay and Jennifer Goodwin, Brian Farmer, and
Ashley Johnson. Recognition and thanks to WWIA Guide Nick Fox for his assis-
tance and leadership throughout this event.

"Thank you to everyone who had a hand in making this amazing dream a reality. WWIA and all
its partners and affiliate set the standard as the most professional yet fun organization | have
ever had the privilege to be associated with. From the hunt to the brotherhood and fellowship
to the wonderful food with some of the best folks | have ever met. | am unbelievably grateful
for this opportunity, and for my first ever turkey harvest! Thank you all from the bottom of my
heart. | will never forget any of this or any

of you! Eternally thankful."












paired up with their local guides to go in search of eastern wild turkeys. Success
came early as Heroes Mitch and Julian harvested two nice Toms. The weather
began to turn as the the wind picked up and the rain started to fall. There was
little hope to keep hunting with the inclement weather, so everyone decided to
take a tour of the local area and then head back to get cleaned and warmed up.
They had a hearty lunch and then decided to grab a quick nap. They spent time
relaxing and then went out for a delicious meal where they talked about what an
awesome first day of hunting it had been before returning to their hotel to hang
out and get some well-deserved rest.

Another early rise and our Heroes were back out to chase the elusive gobblers
as the mix of rain and wind continued to fall intermittently. The weather did not
deter our Heroes resolve, and although they had a great time hunting, no birds
were harvested. For lunch, everyone headed out to Culver's to enjoy a meal full
of conversation, stories, and laughs. A short time later, three of our Heroes
elected to head back to Tony's workshop to try their hand at some more
woodturning. They had a blast and walked away with some wonderful items to
take home. One Hero decided to hit the field in search of the elusive turkeys. His
persistence paid off, as Hero Jon harvested a respectable Tom. Later that
evening, everyone gathered back at the Bohm's house to shoot some pool,
share some hunting tales, and enjoy another wonderful dinner together. It was
another awesome endcap to a great day in Wisconsin.

On the final morning, there was time to relax as the Heroes shared a nice
breakfast, spent time at a local outdoor hunting/fishing store, and had a great
visit to Mullin's Cheese Factory, a local staple that has been in business over 50
years, and is the largest family owned cheese manufacturing & whey processing
facility in the state of Wisconsin. After their tour, they all went to Tony's workshop
for a final session of woodturning. It was a perfect way to end the event and
further strengthen the bonds that had been formed throughout the past few
days. Our Heroes headed home with big smiles, some amazing woodturning
items, coolers full of frozen turkey meat, and most importantly, new friendships
and treasured memories of an exceptional time spent with amazing people in the
Wisconsin woods.

Our sincere thanks to all the wonderful donors, volunteers, and supporters who
went above and beyond to make this event so successful and enjoyable. We
would like to convey our highest thanks to Hosts Todd and Dawn Bohm for their
generosity, care, and for conducting another top-tier event. Additional thanks to
Tony Kopchinski, for sharing his knowledge and skill with our Heroes. Last, but
certainly not least, our appreciation and praise to WWIA Guide Jon French for
his exemplary support and coordination throughout the event.

“This trip was very meaningful for me. Right before the invitation to come, | was telling people |
felt like the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were fading from America's collective memory. WWIA
showed me that wasn't the case. | got to harvest a turkey on this trip, something | hadn't done in
the last 20 years. This experience was made more special by our amazing guides, gracious hosts,
ahd fellow veterans. Their camaraderie and support meant a lot to me. We also got to venture into
Woodturning, a craft completely new to me. This unexpected gift was not just about learning to
shape wood, but also shaping my sense of capability and creativity. The warmth and kindness of
everyone involved was amazing. They welcomed us like family! Thank you to everyone who made
this possible, it was a much needed reminder of the beauty of both nature and human kindness.”

9th Annual Western Pennsylvania Turkey Hunt

May 9-12 Rural Valley, PA













Five of our Heroes traveled to the Volunteer State for a few days of relaxation,
camaraderie, and world-class turkey hunting in beautiful Hohenwald, Tennessee
at the 9th Annual DoubleCreek TN Turkey Hunt. After getting settled into their ac-
commodations and receiving a tour from their Hosts, they spent some time at the
firing ranger going over weapon safety and preparing their weapons for the up-
coming hunts. A short time later, our Heroes met with their volunteer guides and
enjoyed a delicious home-cooked dinner consisting of london-broil, mashed pota-
toes, honey carrots and a delicious butterfinger cake while talking and getting to
know one another.

The next morning our Heroes rose early to a wonderful pancake breakfast be-
fore heading out to their blinds. The first day in the field saw plenty of excitement
for everyone as the turkeys were quite active, but unfortunately, no birds were
harvested. After another hearty homemade dinner that included pulled barbeque
chicken and pasta salad, everyone relaxed around the fire pit sharing stories and
laughter before turning in for the night.

Our Heroes woke early and full of anticipation as they enjoyed fresh-brewed cof-
fee, egg muffins, biscuits and gravy, and cinnamon donut muffins. After another
delicious breakfast, it was back to their assigned blinds for an exciting day of hunt-
ing. Once again, there was a smattering of activity and lots of close calls, but no
toms were taken on the second day. Nonetheless, everyone had a great time as
they understood that the camaraderie, time spent in nature, and the enjoyment of
the hunt is what mattered most. Later that evening, they dined on turkey pot-pie,
salad, and dinner rolls while raving about the wonderful time spent at DoubleCreek
Lodge with their fellow Heroes and their remarkable Hosts.

Our Heroes left Tennessee with new friendships, renewed spirits, and lifelong
memories. Gratitude and thanks to the local event guides, Matthew Nuzzi, Jared
Hinson, Mike Mullen, Eddie Duckworth, and Chase Moore, who shared their skills
and knowledge with our Heroes. Additional recognition and thanks to Rob and
Amy Reynolds, to the Highland Corporation, to Game Warden Jonas Cothren of
the TN Wildlife Resources Agency, Katie Elias, Sharon Davis, Liza Mullen, Nan
Weatherman, Valerie Arne, and to all the generous donors and supporters without
whom this event would not be possible. High praise and appreciation to Hosts
Dennis Reynolds and Shelley Cohen for their tremendous hospitality and care of
our Heroes throughout the years. Special thanks to WWIA Guide Jake Whipkey
for his outstanding support throughout this four-day event.

“I want to thank WWIA for connecting me with such an amazing family. Dennis and Shelley were
such amazing hosts, and they went above and beyond with the help of their community to make
sure we were not just taken care of, but we're borderline spoiled. We were accepted and they
shared their place of paradise with us at DoubleCreek Lodge. It was quiet, it was beautiful, it was
exactly what my soul needed. | immediately felt like part of their family as they shared stories
of their lives together. We came to hunt turkeys and take part in the camaraderie associated
with the hunt. We failed in the turkey arena,

but more than made up for it with sharing our life stories, challenges, jokes, and our futures
with each other. The memories | made with the other Warriors will be something | will never
forget. Dennis and Shelley aren't just taking care of Wounded Warriors, they are saving their
lives one experience at a time.Thank you”

6th Annual Ohio Freemasons Lake Erie Walleye Fishing

May 17-20 Huron, OH









There's no place quite like the Last Frontier. The 11th Annual Alaska Halibut Fish-
ing event welcomed six of our Heroes to one of the most majestic and beautiful
environments on earth. This event was hosted in the scenic city of Seward, a fjord
of the Gulf of Alaska that is part of the Kenai Peninsula. After getting settled into
their cabins the remainder of the evening was spent getting to know one another
over dinner and talking about their shared excitement for the fishing and sight-
seeing they were looking forward to over the next few days.

There was no shortage of remarkable fishing and catches throughout this excur-
sion, as our Heroes hit the water over the course of two days, our Heroes were
given expert instruction and guidance as they went snagging for salmon at the
head of the bay, in Resurrection Creek, courtesy of Rick Brown and Adventure
Sixty North. This was a unique and cherished experience, and besides having a
blast, they caught a ton of fish!

While our Heroes enjoyed world-class fishing, bringing in loads of halibut, rockfish,
and cod, there were also multiple wildlife sightings, such as Humpback whales,
Orca whales, Dall sheep, porpoises, sea lions, otters, and more. They were also
treated to an event tradition as they spent time visiting the Aialik Glacier to take
in the breathtaking sights and enjoy a "glacierita” made with ice from the glacier.
An amazing experience they will never forget! When they weren't on the water,
they had plenty of time to relax, and share plenty of laughs and stories around the
dinner table as they enjoyed delicious food and even better company.

This trip offered ample relaxation, epic fishing, outstanding camaraderie, wonder-
ful hospitality and food, and one of the most remarkable backdrops in the world!
These experiences will stay in the hearts and minds of our Heroes for many years
to come as they marveled at scenic vistas, observed native wildlife, learned about
local history, and indulged in world-class fishing in the last great wilderness. Our
Heroes could not be more grateful for their time spent in Alaska. Our sincere
thanks to Dr. David Williams and Coastal Heritage Properties for their incredible
hospitality, to Adventure 60 North and guides Wes Oetinger and Doug Hooton for
their generosity and expertise, to the American Legion Post 5, the Sons

of the American Legion, and the American Legion Auxiliary for their outstanding
support. Additional appreciation and gratitude to Kristin Minden and Allen

Long from Captain Jack’s Seafood Locker for packaging, freezing and

boxing the Heroes' catches to take home. Special thanks to Host John Moline
(Current Affair Charters, for giving our Heroes a once-in-a-lifetime excursion that
will be forever cherished. Special appreciation and thanks to WWIA Guide James
Rissler for his contributions and assistance during this amazing event.

"First and foremost, | am extremely grateful for WWIA and the opportunity. | was blessed to be a
part of the Alaska Halibut fishing expedition. The initial coordination with Corrina was easy. She
communicated efficiently and emailed all expectations. James Rissler reached out to us all col-
lectively and insured we were squared away and answered all of our questions. The departure
from home station to Alaska went well, we all showed up within a reasonable time of each other.
Our host, John bent over backwards for us. He went above and beyond to ensure we were cared
for, fed properly, and fished to our hearts content. Even though John was overcoming some
challenges with his home and weather he was resilient and went out of his way to ensure we
caught fish, and we had a place to stay. All in all, those are numerous sustains and no improves.
This trip is perfect the way it is. This is the first trip | have had with WWIA and this is the first
time | have been surrounded with fellow Purple Heart recipients. My path to recovery has been
challenging and | am still overcoming many trials. However, this trip deeply moved me and
changed

me for the better. | have this and new friends because of WWIA. | cannot say thank you
enough. | will pay it forward. Thank you from the bottom of my heart and | look forward to working
with WWIA again soon."

7th Annual MO-KAN Catfishing

June 7-10 St. Joseph, MO
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The 2024 FLX Duck N' Bucks Golf Tournament celebrated America's Independ-
ence while raising funds for their 11th Annual Kuneytown FLX Ducks & Bucks Hunt
this November. It was a beautiful day to tee it up and the |ITT Goulds Pumps team
bested the field and took home the honors! The Seneca Falls Country Club course
was in great shape and we appreciate them hosting this tournament. Everyone
had a great time playing golf, enjoying fellowship, and eating great food, all for a
worthy cause! BIG thanks to all of our hole sponsors and supporters, and to all
of the participants and teams that came out and made this tournament such a

SUCCESS. ww ‘|
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SPONSORS AND FRIENDS

We would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude
to the following supporters for their gracious contributions and
dedication to WWIA and our Heroes.

THANK YOU!

Donations:

Bishop's Events$1,768
Vincent McNulty $1,310.81 (CARS vehicle donation program)

Donations toward 7th North Dakota Wild Pheasant Hunt
Douglas Sportsmans Club $4,000
Garrison Area Improvement Association $3,000
American Foundation for Wildlife $3,000

American Legion Post 91 $2,000
JW Electric $1,000

Donations toward 12th Bayfield Cast & Blast

Whitetails Unlimited $3,217.03
Donations toward Mid-Missouri Events
Underwood Cattle Co. $5,660
Precision Precast $2,550

Fisch Concrete Construction LLC $1,350
Jimmy Coffman Construction $4,985

Donations toward 5th Wisconsin Heroes Northland Experience
Black Bear Hunt

Whitetails Unlimited $3,217.03







































